The Falcon Review
B a n d Ta k e s o n V i r g i n i a B e a c h
By Katie Johnson
This year, the Fairless Band Program took a trip to Virginia Beach.
The band takes this trip every four
years, and everyone was very
much looking forward to it. It was
full of long bus rides, good times,
and memories that will last a lifetime.
The band spent months preparing for this trip. On this trip, the
group competed in competitions
for both concert and marching
band. Every day the two concert
bands worked hard on their prepared pieces, and during after
school rehearsals, put in the work
on their marching event. Finally,
the day arrived. On Wednesday,
April 11th, the band was ready to
depart for Virginia Beach.
Staggered check-ins began that
night at 9:30 p.m. After luggage
checks, instrument loading, and a
group picture, the band loaded
the buses at 11:30 p.m. After an
eleven hour bus ride, the Falcons
arrived in Virginia Beach on Thursday morning! After a quick brunch
at McDonalds, the buses were
reloaded and set off to the Virginia Aquarium and Marine Science
Center. The aquarium was a beautiful place. Students were able to
pet stingrays in the touch tank,
marvel at the walk-through aquarium and watch sea otters at play.
The visit concluded with a 3-D
movie titled “Nature’s Wonderland: Galapagos 3-D.” Everyone
had a wonderful time at the
aquarium, but the best was yet to

come. After departing from the
aquarium, these tired travelers
arrived at their beach-front hotel
at 4:30 p.m. For many students,
this was their first time seeing the
ocean! Students were given free
range in the area around the hotel
until 8:30 p.m., with lights out at
10:15 p.m.
The band was up bright and
early Friday morning, with breakfast at 6 a.m. By 7:30 a.m., the
students were at Norfolk State
University warming up for the
concert portion of the competition. Symphonic Band was the first
group to perform. Their pieces
included “Summit March” and
“Pevensey Castle.” After the performance, the group was treated
to small clinic by one of the adjudicators. Soon after was the Wind
Ensemble performance, with their
pieces of “The Battle of Pavane”
and “Overture for Winds.” The
ensemble was treated to a clinic
session as well. After some loading and changing, it was off to the
docks for the Spirit of Norfolk
Cruise. Students were treated to
fine dining and dessert, along with
an amazing view of the Norfolk
area. Students were able to sit on
the deck and learn about the ships
in the area, as well as dance it out
on the dance floor. Following the
cruise was a trip to the Chrysler
Museum of Art and Glass Studio.
Students observed live artists
creating glass art and studied
beautiful works of historical art.
Finally, the students were taken

back to the hotel, where they
enjoyed the rest of the afternoon
on the beach until lights out at
10:45 p.m.
After breakfast at 6 a.m. Saturday morning, the Falcons were off
to their final competition of the
trip, a marching pass and review
at Denbigh High School. The piece
performed was “Battle Hymn of
the Republic.” A change out of
uniform followed and the band
was off to spend the rest of the
day at Busch Gardens! Students
enjoyed food, fun with rides like
the Loch Ness Monster, Apollo’s
Chariot, and Pompeii. Before
lunch was the closing ceremony
for the competition, where awards
were given out. Symphonic Band
received a rating of Good, Wind
Ensemble a rating of Excellent,
and the marching band a rating of
Excellent. But above all of these,
the band received the Dr. Tim
Lautzenheiser Esprit de Corps
Award, which recognizes the band
of exemplary character and spirit.
Fairless feels very honored to have
received this prestigious award.
Finally, after a dinner in the Black
Forest Picnic Area, the buses were
loaded at 9 p.m., and the Falcons
said one final goodbye to Virginia
Beach. They arrived back home
around 6:30 a.m. Sunday morning
to rainy Ohio, with everyone wishing they could go back to their
time in Virginia Beach.
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A p r i l Te e n s o f t h e M o n t h
By Hunter McCoy
Geoffrey Hilliard was born on July 28, 1999.
His parents are Mary and Thomas Hilliard. Hilliard has been involved in school activities such
as National Honor Society (11th and 12th) and
ski club (9th to 12th). He has received many
awards in his high school career such as Outstanding Musician, Highest Honor Roll(9th to
12th), Rising Star, and more. In his free time,
Hilliard likes to play the trumpet and piano, sing,
act, and get involved in community service. After
graduating, he plans on attending the University
of Akron with a major in Computer Engineering.

Lyndsay Cole was born on February 29, 2000.
Her parents are Clarence and Rachel Cole. Cole
is involved in National Honor Society and Yearbook. She has been in Varsity Track and Field,
Varsity Cross Country, and takes CCP classes.
Cole has received Honor Roll and the Falcon
Award for track. In her free time, Cole likes to
run, lift, and volunteer at Akron Children's Hospital. She works at The Amish Door. After graduation, she plans on attending Kent Stark University to study nursing.

2018-2019 Cheerleaders
By Sarah Hartong
Cheer up Falcons! Cheerleading tryouts were
March 19th through the 22nd for both the
middle school and the high school. There were
three days of conditioning called clinics and
then the actual day of putting your school spirit
to the test was on Thursday, March 22nd. The
teams are coached and managed by Megan
Schneiter, who said “ I am very excited for the
new faces and opportunities this year!” This will
be Schneiter’s second year being the head
coach of the Fairless Falcons Freshman, JV , and
Varsity Football and Basketball Teams. She is
very determined to bring change and put hard

work into this upcoming year’s cheerleading
teams.
On the day of tryouts, students were scored by
judges based on your tumbling skills, jumps,
execution of the chants and cheers previously
learned at the clinics, and your dance skills.
Over the three days of conditioning they learn
and practice a cheer to do in front of the judges. The most important thing to do is smile!
Even if you mess up, smile! Coach Schneiter
puts a fun twist to this advice saying,
“Cheerleading is suppose to be fun, so when
you smile it shows you care and that you are
doing your job right, and most importantly that
you are having fun!”

The Writing for Publication class publishes
at least four times per school year. We are a
forum for diverse opinions and student
expression. We encourage free expression
of ideas from students, faculty, parents and
members of the community.
Letters to the editor are limited to 250
words, must be tasteful and cannot contain
personal attacks and must be signed
(signature can be held upon request). Staff
members may edit these letters in regard to
grammar, length, or content. Nothing
libelous, obscene or disruptive of the daily
school process will be permitted. Subject to
approval by the adviser and editor-in-chief,
these letters must be delivered to room 120
or the mailbox marked Falcon Review in
the high school office.

Varsity
Front: Gianna Schafer, Leyla Dowdy, Madi Page, Grace
Short, Annabelle Ehmer; Back: Kimmie McDonald, Gracie
Shepherd, Sierra Cox, Cheeanna Parrot, Chloe Palfy and
Sarah Hartong.

Junior
Varsity
Front: Alyssa Bissell, Paige Lowder,
Katelyn Simers; Back: Skye Rittenhouse, Ila Klick and Brandi Carter.

*This issue and subsequent issues can be
viewed on the Fairless Local Schools,
Fairless Media Academy homepage.
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Baccalaureate
By Alexa Goldenbogen and Jared Ady
Do you know what a Baccalaureate Ceremony
is? Have you ever attended Baccalaureate? And,
what is commencement? Seniors, even though
it’s graduation, we still have a lot of learning to
do. So, for those of you who do not have the
slightest idea what these words mean, read the
following.
The Baccalaureate Ceremony is a nondenominational spiritual service that allows for
public school graduates to find spiritual meaning that aligns with their personal beliefs. In
other words, it is a time for the Fairless Clergy
Association to offer congratulations and bless

you on the next step in your life. This year, the
Baccalaureate Ceremony is going to be held on
May 25th at Fairless High School at 5:00 p.m. in
the auditorium, before the commencement
ceremony. It is intended for everyone to slow
down and appreciate the moment just before
commencement.
So, what is Commencement? According to
Webster’s Dictionary, a Commencement Ceremony is the beginning or start to a new endeavor. Commencement is another word for
graduation. One minute you are waiting for
your diploma to be handed to you, and the
next minute you are starting a new adventure in

your life. What will you be doing the day
after graduation? Think about it, you are
all grown up and are on your own unless
your parents have decided to keep you
for a few more years.
Mike Husted, Pastor of Christ’s Community Church, and Anna Widder, co-senior
advisor at FHS, are organizing the event.
Faithful Falcons and several seniors will
lead the ceremony. Anyone can come to
Baccalaureate. Please consider this your
invitation. And, you will have a great opportunity for graduation pictures and a
parking place upfront.

Fa l c o n P l a y h o u s e P r e s e n t s “ H i g h S c h o o l M u s i c a l ”
By Cora Owen
On March, 16th the Falcon Playhouse started
the first night performing their rendition of
“High School Musical,” written by David Simpatico. Paris Ball and Isabel Lemus Santos played
the leads Gabriella and Troy. The story takes
place at East High with the Wildcats. Gabriella is
a new student but little does she know she
goes to the same school as Troy, the boy she
met on a New Year’s Eve trip with her mom.
When tension rises with Sharpay Evans,
played by Mary Hammel, they both decide to
try out for the spring musical, but with Troy
being a jock and Gabriella being a brainiac it
poses a problem for the two and their friend
groups. Their friends feel like they should do
what they were meant to, “stick to the status
quo.” But, they don’t listen and try out for the

musical anyway, but when the big basketball
game and scholastic decathlon are the same
time as callbacks they have to rush to get to the
stage. There friends feel bad and eventually
help them get where they need to be and
callbacks are a success.
Overall, the musical was a fun and enjoyable
show and the cast and crew did a great job. The
Falcon Playhouse, directed by Mrs. Lemus San-

High School Musical

New Sof tball Dugout
By Morgen Durant
This past softball season was a really good
first season for new head coach, AJ Sarbaugh.
The Fairless softball press box was the upcoming project started over summer. At the start
of this project, everyone had to clean out the
garage/storage and where the concessions
were held during games. After everything was
cleared out, they knocked down the wall between the garage/storage and the concessions. As well as the cubbies in the dugout.
The old roof was taken off and loose cinder
blocks.
Next, getting started on the new roof and
stairs were going up into the press box. After
the floor was down, the walls to the press box
went up. The colors on the dugout are all
silver and blue. In the press box there are
lockers to put personal and softball items in.
You may be asking where the money came
from to do this, and the money was donated
Volunteers helped with everything. On Saturday, April 14th, the dedication ceremony for
the press box took place. The JV played Stras-

burg at 11 a.m. after that game was over,
the ceremony started and everyone that
had donated and put forth time into the
press box, were honored. Then the Varsity
played Strasburg at 1 p.m. The press-box
is almost done. A couple more things
need to be finished and it will be the
pride of the Falcon softball.
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Tu s c a w a r u s P h i l h a r m o n i c
Honors Band
By Katie Johnson
Fairless High School was proud
to send nine talented musicians to
participate in the Tuscawarus
Philharmonic Honors Band. The
Honors Band works hand in hand
with the Tuscawarus Philharmonic
Orchestra, a prestigious orchestra
right in our backyard! The Honors
Band was directed by the orchestra’s maestro himself, Eric Benjamin. The group met four times
before the day of the concert,
totaling only about seven hours of
rehearsal before performing their
concert on April 21st. The concert
repertoire for the honor band
consisted of “The Magnificent
Seven,” “Danzon,” “Ballade for
Solo Saxophone,” and “Selections
from West Side Story.” The musicians that participated in this band
were Benjamin Bravis, Mikala
Farmer, Shelby Greene, Katie

Johnson, Jacqualyn Link, Lukas
Nelson, Kylie Tustin, Olivia Waugh,
and Joshua Wengerd. Congratulations to all musicians involved!

Seniors….. Don’t forget!!
May 22nd
Potential senior trip to Cedar Point!!
See Emily Maybaugh for more details!
May 23rd
Senior’s Last Day!!!
9 a.m.– Ride in.. Meet at Brewster Car Wash!
10 a.m.– MANDATORY Graduation practice!
6:30 p.m.– Senior awards night!
May 25th

Front: Olivia Waugh, Jacqualyn
Link, Katie Johnson; Row 2:
Mikala Farmer, Kylie Tustin;
Back: Ben Bravis, Lukas Nelson,
Josh Wengerd and Shelby
Greene.

5:00 p.m.– Baccalaureate
7:00 p.m.– Graduation!
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